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SUMMARY

[Coral Reef Area]

Average coral cover within the Coral Reef Area was 30% in FY 2019, similar to that
recorded in FY 2018.

Coral bleaching mainly by high water temperature was not observed in the Coral Reef
Area.

Average coral cover of Okinawa Islands was 60%, an increase of 10% from the previous
year and was the highest cover in the Coral Reef Area in 2019.

Average coral cover of 30% at Ishigaki East Coast was an increase of 10% from the
previous year. It may indicate recovery from bleaching caused by high water temperature
in summer of 2016.

Average coral cover of 40% at the Iriomote and outer Islands was an increase of 10% from
the previous year. It may also be a sign of recovery from the 2016 coral bleaching
Aggregations of Acanthaster planci were recorded at the Ogasawara Islands where
average coral cover was 40%, a decrease of 10% from the previous year.

[High Latitude Coral Community Area]

Average coral cover recorded within the High Latitude Coral Community Area was 30% in
FY 2019, which was similar to that recorded in FY 2018.

Coral bleaching mainly by high water temperature was not observed in this area.

No Acanthaster and Drupella outbreaks were recorded at Tateyama, which is generally
characterized by a healthy coral community with low coral cover, similar to the previous
year.

Although Diadema predation on Acropora tumida decreased in Iki and Tsushima Islands,
average coral cover remained at 40%, similar to the previous year.

Average coral cover of Kushimoto and Shikoku Southern West Coast was similar to the
previous year. However, a few aggregations of Acanthaster planci were observed in these
areas and should be monitored for future outbreaks.

Growth of juvenile colonies of new recruits at Kagoshima Southern Coast could lead to
expected future increase of coral cover.

Average coral cover of 30% at Amakusa was a decrease of 10% from the previous year.

Coral colonies affected by white syndrome disease increased in this area.
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